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Krabat 
• An integrated project in cooperation with the 

Comenius Foundation 
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The three schools 

Martin Niemöller Gesamtschule, Bielefeld, Germany 

 

 

 

          PJZŠ Horáčkova, Prague, Czech Republic 

 

 

Zespół Szkół Ogólnokształcących nr 1,  

Jelenia Gora, Poland         
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Above and beyond the intention to use the Krabat project 

as a means of bringing young people together for social 

purposes, the possibility of staging a play in which all three 

languages were used presented an unusual opportunity to 

make an artistic experiment.  
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How could the rhythm and the pace of the play be 

maintained if some speeches were delivered twice or even 

three times?  

 

How would an audience understand and be kept engaged if 

substantial parts of the script were delivered in a language 

that was alien to them? 

7 

Insert footer on Slide Master 8 

Bonding the ensemble  



5 

Insert footer on Slide Master 

Techniques for integrating  
the languages 

9 

Mirroring 
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Visual signifiers 



6 

Insert footer on Slide Master 11 

Chorus 
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Triple casting 
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Echoing 
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A context for problem solving 

‘The limits of my language are the limits of my world.’ 

     Ludwig Wittgenstein 

 

‘When a man is to be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates 

his mind wonderfully.’ 

     Samuel Johnson 

 

‘Oh God! Whose idea was this?’ 

     Andy Kempe 
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The timetable 
Sunday  26.5.13       11.00   Meet at Gesamtschule. Introductions.  Rehearsal til 18.00  

Monday 27.5.13      Tech work during school day. 16.00 – 20.00 Rehearsal 

Tuesday 28.5.13      Tech work during school day. 15.00 Warm up exercises.  

                                        16.30 – 22.30 Rehearsal 

Weds.     29.5.13      Re-set forum into theatre. 18.00 Warm up.  

                                        19.30 1st performance. 22.00 strike set and pack. 

Thurs.     30.5.13       09.00 Drive to Prague (arrived at 22.00) 

Friday     31.5.13      14.00 meet at new venue. Review technical problems.  

                                        Start rehearsal. Rehearsal to 17.00. 

Sat.          1.6.13         Visit Prague city centre (torrential rain!) 

Sunday   2.6.13        10.00 - 17.30 Rehearsal 

Monday 3.6.13        10.00 - 16.00 Rehearsal.    

                                       17.00 2nd performance. 20.00 Strike set and pack. 

Tuesday  4.6.13       10.00 Drive to Jelenia Gora 

Weds.     5.6.13        10.00 – 18.00 Rehearsal 

Thurs.     6.6.13        10.00 – 12.00 Rehearsal. 14.00 3rd performance. 
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The forum in Martin Niemöller Gesamptschule 
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Community centre, Prague 
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Baroque theatre, Jelenia Gora 
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• What worked well in the project? 

• What might have been better? 

• What does this project mean to you?  

• How do you feel about it? 
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What does it mean to you? 
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What could have been better? 
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Three different nations with three different languages come 

together. And you see how people, how pupils, come together 

and there’s no language problems, no border problems. They’re 

just having fun working together on this theatre project and 

you feel that they are enjoying themselves not so much because 

of the story but because they are young people.  You don’t 

always have to listen to the words because you know what it 

means. 
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Although we had to talk in four different languages (because 

we had to add English that everybody was able to understand) 

we had the feeling to talk the same language when we 

discussed the same project: our next rehearsal, our next 

performance. It has been a great adventure to play on three 

different stages putting always a new language in front of the 

two others to help the audience understand the story. What 

had started in three groups of students who shyly and 

mistrustingly looked at each other, ended in Jelenia Gora in 

friendship and trust. The mediator was the story of Krabat and 

the work for a common performance. 
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