
Comprehension: What is happening in the photo?



Application: What one sentence caption would you write?



Analysis: Where do you think they are?



Synthesis: What might they be thinking?



Evaluation: Are the people behaving as you would expect?
Why? / Why not?













• Elicit an emotional response

• Engage and interest

• Extend knowledge of the world 

• Stimulate discussion 

• Personalize the picture

Using visuals summary
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“Visual literacy is the ability 

to interpret, negotiate, and 

make meaning from 

information presented in the 

form of an image, extending 

the meaning of literacy, 

which commonly signifies 

interpretation of a written or 

printed text. Visual literacy is 

based on the idea that 

pictures can be “read” and 

that meaning can be gained 

through a process of 

reading.”



“Education is not 

about learning the 

facts, but training 

the brain to think.”

Albert Einstein



Visual Literacy and Critical Thinking
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Critical Thinking 

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity 



Why is critical 

thinking essential in 

the 21st century?





“More than a third of teachers say 

that they have seen pupils using 

false information they found online, 

unaware that it is not true…”

“This demonstrates the great 

power that companies such as 

Facebook and Google now have in 

shaping public opinion, particularly 

among young people who have 

never known a world without the 

internet and who are less equipped 

to analyse the information that 

they see presented to them online.”

Chris Keates, General Secretary 

NASUWT

The Times, April 13th 2017



“Andreas Schleicher, the 

[OECD’s] director of 

education and skills, said 

… that in the modern 

digital age, schools should 

teach pupils how to think 

critically and analyse what 

they read on social media 

and news sites.”

The Times, April 13th 2017



• Identifying key information

• Identifying sources and 

their validity

• Reading between the lines

• Identifying arguments

• Identifying authors 

opinion/viewpoint

• Determining fact from 

opinion and conjecture

• Weighing the evidence

• Identifying aims and 

purpose Thinking of 

counter-arguments

• Balancing arguments

• Identifying purpose/aims of 

texts

• Identifying emotive 

language

• Summarising a text

Critical Thinking Curriculum 
(excerpt)





Interpreting Information



Think about the last 48 hours.

List all the ways in which you have 

received information in all its different 

shapes and forms



Which items on your list required the 

ability to understand and use…

• Images?

• Text?

• Both?



Advertisements

Cartoons

Charts

Collages

Comic books

Dashboards

Diagrams

Dioramas

Drawings/Illustrations

Emojis

Graffiti

Graphic Novels

Graphs

Film

Icons

Infographics

Maps

Memes

Photos

Powerpoint

Signs

Slide shows

Social Media

Storyboards

Symbols

Tables

Tattoos

T-Shirts

Timelines

Videos

Websites

Images & Text
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“Meaning is communicated through 

image more readily than print, which 

makes visual literacy a powerful 
teaching tool.”

Patricia Edwards , Reading Today, 2010

Visual LiteracyVisual LiteracyVisual LiteracyVisual Literacy











Video and Visual Literacy

Before 

Viewing

While 

Viewing

After 

Viewing



Video and Visual Literacy

Before 

Viewing

While 

Viewing

After 

Viewing





David McCandless
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Thank You
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