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 Storytelling “is as old as time, and 

certainly predates the construction of 

the very modern notion of classroom 

…with the capacity to transport the 

hearer beyond all boundaries of time, 

space, language, ethnicity, class and 

gender”  

Wajnryb, Ruth  Stories CUP 2003 



Techniques 
 
focus on direct speech 
 
find posture, expressions, mannerisms, voices of characters 
 
feel characters’ emotions 
 
use sensory effects, gesture and mime, especially for  
repeated actions 
 
use a simple prop to engage students’ interest or to add an 
element of surprise  
 
repeat a phrase or rhyme accompanied with a gesture which 
students can join in with 
 
vary the volume, pitch and tempo of the voice  
 
practise the beginning and the ending  
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• focus on mental imagery 

• make tableaux (frozen images) 

• improvised roleplay 

• choose a gift for a character 

• movement/ dance 

• create a poem/song 

• draw a picture 

• … 

• … 

 

Students self-select response task  

 

Creative Response Tasks  

inspired by many practitioners including 

Mario Rinvolucri, Noreen Caplen-Spence, Dr Alida Gersie 
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    When students are retelling a story: 
 

 

 some imagine seeing a series 
of still images  

 

 others see a rolling film  
 

 some see vivid colours  
 

 others see monochrome 

 some see true to life scenes   others see cartoon animation 
 

 some imagine hearing the 
rhythms and cadences of their 
teacher’s voice 

 

 others do not recall the voice  
            at all 
 

 some imagine hearing distinct 
sounds 

 

 others hear no sounds at all 
 

 some are physically involved in 
the action of the story and 
imagine being the protagonist 

 others feel they are outside      
the story 
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